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Witers Canp
By Lance Watson / Novenber 8, 2017

“So how do we get their attention?” said Eduardo.
“I"’'mnot sure,” said Darrius. “W tacked up fliers at the university, and

| told everyone in ny creative witing class. You did, too—ight?”

“1 did.”

Eduardo and Darrius sat for some time in silence, passing a joint back and forth.
“Way do you think your parents named you Darrius?” Eduardo asked.

“My nomtold ne once,” Darrius said. “Mom and dad wanted somet hi ng
different, and they got out a book with a lot of names in it, and Darrius stuck
out for sonme reason.”

“l see,” said Eduardo.

“Yeah. That’'s the reason,” said Darri us.

https://tennmillionflies.com witers-canp/807.htnl
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creative witing 101

By Lance Watson / Decenber 13, 2017

S0 anyway
t he students were hoping
t he prof would be stoned

he was
julie waznowski ?
“ her e!!

julie, do you wite poetry
whi | e snoki ng pot ?

“l don’'t know what to say”

pass your sanple poens
to the front

mark wi nmpl e!
13 her e”

mar k, does your not her
shave her pussy?

“l don’t know what to say
either”

pass your poens
to the front

but | doubt you will be
adm tted

sandra beach
“here”

sandra, could you stand up
and show us your tits?

“I don’t know what to say”
say okay

Sandra stood up
exposed her tits
and we all started
writing

https://tennmillionflies.con creative-witing-101/1073. htni
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fitbitch

By Daniel J. Flore IIl / Novenber 1, 2019

htt ps://soundcl oud. conf user-673577468- 435000874/ fitbitch

Conme on we both know that's not sweat, they sprayed you down to nmake it | ook |ike

it. Yes it is, yes it is...|l just got done working out. | just left the gym
No...now come on. Yeah alright. I'msorry, you | ook good, you |look |ike you were
really working out. Well, |I do work out inreal life so l'mnot really lying here
to everyone...that counts that really |I do... well what are you doing? Just

hangi n' out huh? Looking at the picture of a pretty girl on the fitbit cover on
the rack, pissed off that she's up here and not with you, so you start being a

di ck. Hey, whoa.. | nean afterall, |I'mjust browsing here. Wll, that's your thing
isn't it? You' re not a man Dan. Wat you'd like to be doing is screwing ne on the
beach with the particles of sand going straight up nmy asshole, but you don't have
the nerve, even in your fantasies, to do sonething like that. In fact, you

woul dn't even be able to imagine it, you'd just come up with sonething hal f-ass
like, | take it hard on the beach, with the sand in sweat sticking on the curve of
ny ass cheek |ike the tracks of a pick up truck along the beach. So when are you
going to drop the m santhropic, bumin' around the animal house thing and let me
have it? Please Dan, let nme have it, let nme help you. Can | help you | et nme have
it? Can | help you? Can | help you sir? Wuld you like me to take sonething down
so you can have a |look at it?

https://tenmllionflies.conffitbitch/1269. htni
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So Much D ck

By Lance Jencks / Novenber 2, 2019

Lance, I'd like you to neet Dick Dick.
Ah...pleasure to nmeet you, M. Dick.
The pleasure is mne. Call ne D ck.

Di ck...yes, of course...Dick.

| understand you're a witer.

Vell, | dabble.

| see, nost inpressive. |I'ma dick.
Par don?

A private eye, a gunshoe: a dick.

Oh! Interesting job!

It pays the bills. Ah...here comes Ms. Dick...

Dick darling, I'mso distressed!
Do tell, Delores.
Vll, it's ny book club. I...but who is this?

It's Lance, he's a witer. Lance...Delores D ck.
My pl easure, Ms. Dick.

Pl ease...call ne Del ores.

Del ores. You have a book cl ub?

Yes, she does. Wonderful really.

But Dick, |'mso distressed.

Darling, why?

Qur next author. He's so verbose. So sordid.
Dick wait, | think | know Delores, is it....
Yes, dear boy: Dickens.

https://tenm|lionflies.com so-nuch-dick/1332. htni
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Unwant ed Prenonition

By Jordan Trethewey / Novenber 3, 2019

https://tennm|lionflies.con unwant ed- prenonition/1380. htni
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a man gi ves hinself

By M ke Casetta / Novenber 5, 2019

|
a good talking to

a man sees his reflection
in the still water

this is how you | ook
to others

a fish junps

this is how you | ook
when you talk

to yourself
you crazy not herfucker

Il
comeuppance

a man takes hinsel f out
behi nd t he woodshed

cuts a switch
fromthe peach tree

that he planted
to attract the girls

& shouts, so you think
you are so snart

11
a good what for

a man opens the refrigerator
grabs a beer

he is hungry
hops & barley are food enough

there are tools in the garage
he understands better than hinself

& a good what for
begi ns with a hanmer

https://tenm|lionflies.com a-nman-gives-hinsel f/1402. ht m
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Rever se Rum

By Paul Brookes / Novenber 5, 2019

Always live in regret.
The past is ever present.

There are no new days; you are the sane person you were before.

Believe that today will be no better than yesterday. It’'s about | ooking down
W th despair

and | ooki ng backwar d.

Don't | ook for new opportunities
that the Alm ghty has planned for you.

Har dshi p di sheartens,

and does not pass away.

All hope is followed by despair;

all sunshine is foll owed by darkness.

Peopl e want you to be sad.
Serve them your pain!

Don't untie your wi ngs,

bi nd your soul with jeal ousy;
you and everyone around you
can't fly like doves.

https://tenm|lionflies.comreverse-rum/1442. htni
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My refrigerator said | was going to die

By Daniel J. Flore IIl / Decenber 1, 2019

ny refrigerator nmakes an all doom sound once in a while

it used to really bother me when | was crazy

| really thought they were com ng to shoot us all up

now when | hear it, it just frightens nme like ny life is a novie
and the doom sound fromthat stupid thing is the soundtrack

| really hate it

it's really annoying

and quite a scary sound

finally |I told the refrigerator to "just chill"

and it hasn't messed with nme since

now if | could only figure out

the secret of beating

t he sound of mny phone

or the nusic my wife plays to go to sleep to

or the comercials on TV during the holiday season

or all the other damed non living bullies that have their way with ne
then | might just be a man again

and not anot her inanimate object

fighting against all the others

https://tenm|lionflies.com ny-refrigerator-said-i-was-going-to-die/1482. htni
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The toilet water is tears

By Daniel J. Flore IIl / Decenber 7, 2019

this woman on the radio
was just tal king about the glory of God
she sai d heaven opened up and she could hear rnusic playing

today the sink snmells |ike puke

and the lighting is worse

' mnot doing anything about it either

and |'mtoo sick and broke to get outta here

why can't | reach into heaven too and hear just one note playing for ne
I need it on this godforsaken day
that | amonly nmade of tears

last night | drank sonething that tasted
like an old lady's perfune
|'ve been puking and crapping and crying ever since

| like to think what | drank was the old | ady's perfune who was tal ki ng about
heaven

and all these sounds ny body has been maki ng

are the music of heaven |I'm hearing

that |'ve been wanting to hear so bad

heaven crying nmy body out with theirs
on their knees next to ne by the toilet

htt ps://ww. yout ube. conf wat ch?v=HvnSR7N8DXs

https://tenmIlionflies.comthe-toilet-water-is-tears/1500.htn
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A noth in the park

By Hanna Abi Akl / Decenber 24, 2019

it’s 5.00 pm

still no luck

out in the cold

the apartnent dreary

t eenage boys cutting in front of ne
to do their l[aundry

and snoke hash

on the dryer

i have a supermarket |ist
but no noney

nmy stomach is growing

but i can't think about food

baby, it’'s cold

but i can see a noth
alittle orb of yellow Iight
floating in the air

fromone | anp post

t o anot her

i oObserve it

fromthe park bench

the cold wood

freezing my prancing ass

i remenber how nuch you like

not hs

how hi ghly you speak of them

because they are attracted by the |ight
just like you

you say you would like to be reborn

as one

now that i watch it

now that i pay close attention

to this noth

i think

they are not bad

after all

little flashing creatures of the night
little candles floating until first |ight

candl es

like the candle set you al ways have
on your dining table

vani |l | a-scented

that’s another thing

you really like

candl es—bri ngi ng toget her

si ght and snel

TEN M LLION FLIES / THE FI RST | NFESTATI ON
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reconciling the senses

i admre your senses

your sensuality

your erotic naked raw vulnerability
dri ppi ng enotion

dri pping on the wet shower fl oor

all the way to the bedroom..

i think that

all in al

i would like to be
a noth

t oni ght;

that woul dn’t be
such

aterrible

t hi ng.

https://tenmi|lionflies.con a-noth-in-the-park/1544. htni
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| was thinking about starting an internet poetry
forum

By Lance Watson / February 28, 2020

So i went online to study the one that says it's "the web's nost active poetry
forum' or some shit like that

| started reading a thread, which is poetry forumlingo for a poemfollowed by a
bunch of comments from other poets. | scrolled down to the middle of the
di scussi on.

"Don't try me, bitch!" wote one poet to another. "I can read you |like a snut
magazi ne. "

"You called ne an ape," cane the response. "You don't have to wear a swastika to
be a Nazi, you know. You racist whore."

"Don't stress yourself about soneone who has a shitty nouth,"” another poet chinmed
in. "I can even snell her odorous being over the internet."

“"I"'mlate to this discussion," yet another poet said. "But this poemstrikes ne as
a crass attenpt to nmalign a dead poet. It's disgustingly narcissistic. You've

al ways envi ed Babsy. You'll never be half the poet that Babsy was. So what if
Babsy showed her tits? So what if she liked to drink? Wio gives a shit? Now get
lost with your jealous, |oser poetry."

And then the author herself chined in.

"I might be an asshole," she said. "But you know what they say about asshol es:
M ne is better than yours."

Upon seei ng the author respond, other poets took the occasion to converse with
her .

"The only asshole you know is mne, bitch. And last tinme you didn't lick it clean
| want your piece of shit nmouth over here again tonight. | just wet farted.

can't wait to see whether you can nake anends for your shoddy perfornmance | ast
time."

"You cumsluts. Shut the fuck up and respond to the poem |'mgoing to report this
whol e thread to @dmral B."

"Hey @\dniral B, be sure to notice that the bitch who reported this thread call ed
soneone a cumslut."

"This is such a pathetic bunch of |osers conpared to what it used to be. | used to
cone here to learn fromgreat witers. It was inspirational."

"Boo hoo hoo. What happened to ny site? You jackass. You couldn't wite your way
out of a birthday card."

It was at that point that | felt | had a good idea of what poetry foruns were
about .

| rolled a joint, took at walk, and tripped out at the trees.
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sone evening in March at the coffee shop

By Lance Watson / April 1, 2020

"yeah, i don't know why they don't
| egalize this stuff," karsten said.

i watched the thick plunme of snoke
snake up out of his joint
and collect at the top of the ceiling

"yeah," i said

"it's like, can you imagine

if they made al cohol illegal

again

like they should, cuz the stuff is
way nore |etha

t han weed"

"it is," i said.

"i even hate being around peopl e
who drink al cohol "

"they're scary," i said

"they are," karsten added

"plus they destroy other people's

lives with their shit," i said
"yeah," he said
"pass nme that joint," i said

"here you go"

i inhaled

| eaned back

| ooked out the wi ndow

at a tiny wisp of snoke

com ng out of the chinmey

of the building across the street

"i forgot what we were
tal ki ng about," karsten said

"it's okay," i said
"i did, too"

https://tenmllionflies.confsone-evening-in-narch-at-the-coffee-shop/1486. htm

TEN M LLION FLIES / THE FI RST | NFESTATI ON

18



Worryi ng about doing a poetry readi ng at Barnes
& Nobl e

By Daniel J. Flore Il [/ April 27, 2020

htt ps: // ww. yout ube. conf wat ch?v=d9MVH6c3h2k4

Worryi ng about doing a poetry reading at Barnes & Noble

| don't know if the guy sitting next to ne
heard me try to apol ogi ze for accidentally
novi ng his car magazi nes and taking his spot

obnoxi ous hrrr of the espresso nachine

| had to talk over one at the books a nillion reading
wi th Dennis who showed up drunk

right in front of ny grandparents

Her shey zi ngi ng sunlight

and a couple of sold books in the parking I ot

coulda sold nore in the store maybe,

but that's back before I got published and had an | SBN
and they wouldn't allow outside sales in their store
"Sell themin the parking I ot

you worm of the literary alley of poetry nothing."
sel f publishing days of balls and burn yearn

| really should ask the manager if | could do a reading or signing here
but I can't right now

' m hidden in these words

plus the girl in front of ne's ponytail is too college cool ouch

and the other lady's expensive scarf is tied too tight upright uptight that poets

livin wong

and the barnes and nobl e enpl oyees are art indie cool and m ght dunmb me

into nyself if | walk up there like nmy droopy pair of jeans

that keep falling down

uhhh ny book isn't on your shelves but its on your website uhhh so can | do an
event here

"No you're not even at |east wearing a Nirvana shirt."

ny legs keep lifting up

in paral yzed nunb tension

"this is the hang out with Gregg barnes and noble 8:19 on a Tuesday ni ght ease
buying the new R E. M in years ago gone

not one to do a reading in

| put a Mtch Albom book in front of ne

like ny attention span is still at novel proportions
but I'mlasting perfectly through haiku

and short stories tinkering out at page 2

| can't sit through watching a TV showwith ny wife
and until | can |I'mnot scheduling a reading

TEN M LLION FLIES / THE FI RST | NFESTATI ON
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if | can't watch a show |I'mnot going to be one
(fidget slam down couch get out!!!)

I dunno set me up in the back as a book signing by sonme guy

| don't have any Author copies to sell right now so here take a card to throw out

and a set list would go through my nind

i ke not even being able to find an author in the ks
t oo many poens

too many dreans | can't clinb the |adder

maybe | should just read fromny | atest book
still 1'd rather sit here and wite

overrun anxi ous

intellectual jeff caps |ooking at ne

and the Asian kids by sonme of the only outlets
hogging themall the tine

to plug in their devices

I aughi ng

here's ny reading
"Attention pl ease
Bar nes and Nobl e weekend shoppers sonme guy's too

scared to cone up fromhis notebook to say anything but what you're reading here

here's nmy encore set |ist-

*Will they give nme a free bottle of springwater

*if they do will the he's our showran pressure make ne vonit the water

*the coffee cake crunbs on the table are grossing nme out

* | can't take the inquisitive coffee |ooks

* | need a cigarette

*| used to be able to buy a cookie wi thout thinking about it with Gegg

but don't buy one of ny books out of pithy just so | can get one

*i s anybody gonna buy one of the books in this store or just sit there and read
t hem

hardcovers aut hor inmages saying

keep at it Dan and you'll be |ike us

| can't right now Mtch AlbomI'mtoo screwed

why can't | ever find the tiny hidden poetry section
the poetry section is always on sonme odd angl e

but that's ok because so am |

https://tenm | lionflies.conm worrying-about-doi ng-a-poetry-readi ng-at - bar nes- nobl e/ 1836. h
tm
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14, 000 energy drinks

By Daniel J. Flore Il / April 30, 2020

14,000 energy drinks can't be wong

the taste is nutant fruit

by the 14,000th one today it's like drinking a flat soda
can't think

bunbl i ng down the hi ghway

heart attacks in nmy chest

weak wi thout food

caffeine crapped waterfall

on the sunoco bat hroom fl oor

everything sticks out nore than usual

like the discount store owner statue's front teeth biting off nmy head
trying to get to | ake Noxami xin to drink it from dehydration
waiting on a pizza for 10 m nutes of back country boredom
with a buzzing going off in my body

like a cell phone vibrating in ny abdonen

till I puke in the rain

then shit again

like I'"m planting sonmething other than nmanure

and stench

the fecal matter looks Iit up like a Christmas tree lights
nmerry 14,000 energy drinks keel over and die

wal king with streaks of light that aren't there

di scotek fingers flicking

14 mllion volts of fake energy

breathing |i ke a vacuum cl eaner

sucki ng up ny sanity

burn out crash

can't nove till | get another one
caf f ei ne headache aspirin popping like fizz
till | open nmy first can of the next day

htt ps://ww. yout ube. com’ wat ch?v=TvykshFW v4

https://tenm | lionflies.con 14000-energy-drinks/1766. htm
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Pandem ca

By Daniel J. Flore IIl / May 1, 2020

| can't take this

stuck, covid 19

not a store open

to buy sonething

i nessenti al

(which are the best things to buy)

|'ve gone to corona hell and | don't even have the virus
whi ch could be nmy next circle of covid hades

the gas station sl ot machi ne
keeps taking ny noney because it's the only thing to do

it's all

just the same old toilet
drai ni ng e

into the sewer

again

there nust be sone reason

| woke up this norning

or maybe there isn't

and | missed nmy chance at heaven

https://tenm | lionflies.con pandenica/1775. htni
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Sur pri se!

By Daniel J. Flore IIl / May 26, 2020
"l need

somet hi ng

positive," | said.

"I farted 5 tinmes," she replied

I had no idea narriage
woul d be like this.

https://tennillionflies.con surprise/1803. htni
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|’ ma Freaking Sal amander

By Lance Jencks / June 22, 2020

That's what | | earned on TV.
The first fish to crawl fromthe nuck
becane ne.

These hands were fins;

| ungs, once gills.

| shot nmy spermin the water
wi t hout getting Iaid.

Now | jerk into Kleenex.

Big difference.

https://tenm|lionflies.comima-freaking-sal amander/1820. ht m
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A Lot of Mce

By Jordan Trethewey / June 26, 2020

—for DIFIII

What will we do

when an el ectro-

magneti c pul se from space

voids our |-need-it-now |ifestyle?
We'll find a ot of mice

with eyes ained | ow

ready to submt.

https://tenmllionflies.conla-|lot-of-mce/1876. htn
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froma seat in the garden

By Stella Read / June 30, 2020

blue jays build a nest in the pine,
swal | ows ni grate overhead,

wen in and out of the compost,
centi pede in beak

behi nd the fence

chil dren screech,

entitled nei ghbours

don’t distance fromfriends,
posture, to sear gane neat
drink, snoke, snort

we sip coffee

in the confort of

i nver se snobbery,

sni cker

that their RVis worth nore
than our house and contents,
exchange sni de

whi spers,

our quiet, spoiled

fromthe tree house, slide,

| og cabin, kitchen activity center, pool
we know several families have congregated
and decide it’s time

to retreat into

our funky little house

gui lty and ashaned of

our own bitchiness,

we share a polite attenpt to

be accepting of the wealthy young pair
and their wee ones,

agree it's better to hear children play,
t han not,

that we are getting old,

fussy, weird

https://tenmllionflies.con froma-seat-in-the-garden/1926. htm
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WAKI NG UP ONE TI ME

By John D Robinson / June 30, 2020

After waking up froma four
day bi nge of al cohol, hash
pills, I found nyself lying
next to a woman | didn’t

| ove, though she said that
she | oved ne,

the woman | | oved had

mar ched out of nmy worl d:
besi de the bed, the floor
was cluttered with enpty
wi ne bottles, over-flow ng
ashtrays, take-out-food
cartons, plates of

rotting food and the
interest of a |arge nunber
of flies:

| got up, vonited, snoked
a joint and phoned the
woman | | oved and told

her what a pathetic
sorry-ass |loser | was and
asked for her

forgiveness and said that |
| oved her and wanted to

be with her:

"That’s nice to hear but
don’t ever fucking call mne
agai n" she said termnating
the call:

| opened a beer, it wasn't
going to help but |
couldn’t think of anything
el se to do:

| | ooked out across the
park, | drank fromthe
bottle waiting for the
woman | didn’t love to
wake up so | could tel

her that | didn’t |ove her
and that she should

| eave:

the day wasn’t | ooking
good and when | | ooked
into amrror, | saw that
nei t her was I,

| drank the beer

opened anot her
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and wait ed.

https://tennmillionflies.con waking-up-one-tine/1947. htni
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| Keep My Hand Here to Hide the Hole in My
Sl eeve

By Trish Saunders / July 2, 2020

Ten mnutes into this interview, and ny frayed sl eeve
is on full display,

but not in a good way

definitely not a hey, sailor-ish way,

nore, she has to stretch 50 dollars over 10 days.

you rai se your eyes and give a

soft clearing of your throat,

and if | were a New Ol eans seagul I,

I would stuff nyself with beignets

and vomit gently over your posh Knoll |eather desk.

https://tennillionflies.coni-keep-ny-hand-here-to-hide-the-hole-in-ny-sleeve/ 1966. ht m
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sayi ng goodbye
By Stella Read / July 3, 2020

readi ng Leonard Cohen
by candl el i ght,

vi sual i zi ng

bonfire night,

your bi rt hday

were you still alive
under that streetlanp,
we coul d wal k toget her
to your bench

and talk awhile

it’s what we always did best—
just talk, just care

I"1l print this poem
ina lonely font

and burn it

in a bow,

set the ashes facing east
next tine it stormns

https://tenm | lionflies.con sayi ng-goodbye/ 1958. ht m
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Anerica Police State

By Jenn Zed / July 4, 2020

https://tenmllionflies.confanerica-police-state/1969. htni
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200Knph and Ni net een,

By Jenn Zed / July 5, 2020

the thin filmof ny nouth

on your cunt

inahalf-mle high toilet

just to keep us going

t hrough an invisible

security corridor fromwest to east

not es of gol den brown

play easily

as we fuck each other

over

and land in Berlin Tenpl ehof
1986

the airport border guards check
that i'm sone

Persian-1rish renegade

and you're

nmy ©Mei nhof - Dansk trophy

hal f way between Mij ?hi d-1 RA
and Dani sh Anar cho- Syndi cal i st
that's the idea, anyway

(anot her)

check- poi nt

Engl i scher police sol dier
smuggl ed MDMVA pills in pussy
and raw Base speed packaged in
jacket lining

we enter as highly stylised
haf t enwackl er but t enschl ecker
Got h Tranps

but like any fuck in a suit
are searched

head to ass

ass to toe

die Poli zei

i st dreck

we really

don't care and breeze

entrance fees paid

into the war ehouse

duty ignored

i ndustrial junkie payback
certain of einstirzende
jack-hamer holes in the walls
instead of a guitar solo
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and anphet am nes nmade by hand
too strong to snort

i n an abandoned factory sonewhere
bet ween nusic and denolition

and in the Deustch nacht

i don't knowif your voice is
mal e or fenmal e

ger man nadchen

but you have

a nice arse

and are taller than ne

ri ght now

htt ps://ww. yout ube. conf wat ch?v=UZJFFSt Qem

https://tennm | lionflies.con 200knph-and- ni net een-berlin/1982. ht
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covid-cul ture

By M ke Casetta / July 6, 2020

If you stand away from ne

& | stand away from you

& you & you & you

many of us will need to wal k on water

& cling to the cliffs on the sides of nobuntains.

Ex-city dwellers will spit plant pignments
over their hands onto the walls

& ceilings inside their caves

& people like ne will return to the tall trees
using ropes instead of |iana vines

unl ess you are |ucky enough to

stand east of Sierra Leone

& west of the Congo Basin.

Urgawa neans, keep your distance,

asshol e! Ungawa al so neans,

go find your own Jane, notherfucker!

https://tenm | lionflies.conl covid-culture/1990. htm
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Der noi d Cyst

By Kaci Skiles Laws / July 7, 2020

" mgonna tell everyone
ny Facebook got hacked.
It isn't true. It's easier

when trying to surgically renove
fam |y menbers and fake friends
i ke fake news.

Soci al nedia has been to ne
like a dernmoid cyst, with its teeth
and nails and | anugo-like fine hairs,

no heartbeat or facial features.
A defornmed dol

| shoul d have di scarded years ago
The truth

is |'ve been addicted a long tine,

the sane as ny attachnent

to trauma bonds,

afraid of what conmes and |ies

between who | am and who | want to be.

My attachnents effectively eat ne
i ke a bone,

buri ed and uncovered a dozen tines
before it's forgotten

https://tennillionflies.conl dernoid-cyst/2004. ht
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Rober t

By Delainie Littlejohn / July 8, 2020

My husband had no idea that he' d proposed. Nor |

W just suddenly found people turning up

out side our hone with sal ads. Sweet neats.
We | ooked at each other, shrugged

“Do you think they nmean to kill us?”
“I"’'mnot sure. It’'s possible.”

https://tennillionflies.con robert/2008. htni
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It’s the 4th of July and | don't feel free

having to listen to your shit all night

By Daniel J. Flore I'll / July 9, 2020

t he neighbors are setting off fireworks

the sky is farting national pride

only it’s like the civil war

it looks and feels like they're firing themat each other
ny cat is scared under the couch

the air tastes |like sul fur

the trees are bl ocking any view that mght be pretty
and they just keep going and going

keepi ng ne awake

and | know they will be at it all night

till their stupid grand finale

which for me will be silence

https://tenmllionflies.conits-the-4th-of-july-and-i-dont-feel-free-having-to-listen-to
-your-shit-all-night/2050. ht n
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My Father’s Prison Letters

By John D Robinson / July 10, 2020

Today | found them

by chance and re-read them
he tells e

it’'s because of the drink that
he is injail and that he is
going to stop when he gets
rel eased and he is never
going to drink again and
that he misses me and asks
me to | ook after ma:

he wites

he is sorry and regretful
and renorseful and vows
repeatedly he's going to
change his life,

but he

didn’'t and that life killed
hi m by al cohol and drugs,

"m sadvent ure":

as | read your letters
cried, softly, and then |
re-placed them back into
t he envel opes,

cl osi ng darkness on
your voi ce once again,
but | see you

writing these words,
genui ne

scar ed

honest

hopef ul

dr eam ng

and it all canme to
not hi ng, no prom ses
or wi shes were kept,
but what | know

is that you |loved ne
best you could

and | |oved you

the only way

I knew,

we shared that,

at |east.

https://tenm|lionflies.con nmy-fathers-prison-Iletters/2058. htn
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Peni | e Sphi ncter

By MARK ANTHONY PEARCE / August 21, 2020

“Nunber three all over ny friend
for which he’'ll charge nme £9.50
It’s been a few nonths

since the l[ast haircut

One of the other barbers says
“Oh fuck | ook at this!

He's put his knob in a cow s nouth
Sone filmon his phone

‘ Honest | y’

says the chap

cutting my hair

‘He showed ne a woman

bl owi ng a horse’s cock earlier
did a proper job on her mnd
spunk all over her face’

I ask him

‘ Hor ses have very big penises
don’t they?

‘ Yeah’

he replies

‘Honestly what's wong with peopl e!
why woul d you do that!’
Meanwhi | e one of the oddities
pays a visit

He likes to conme in

gives us all a nmiddle finger
and tells us to fuck off
hobbling out with a black eye
whi ch one of the barbers

wi shed they gave him

‘He’s here all the tine!’

says ny barber

Then in comes oddity no.2
likely pissed

definitely disturbed

| don’t understand him

he’s munbling in Italian

but nmy barber does try

to engage in conversation

wi shing he’d al so fuck off
Eventually the Italian

drifts into Angl o Saxon
Qddity No. 2

shouts out | oud

‘Ch they really

fucked me up this tinel

Ch, good and proper
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fucking up

ny penile sphincter

t he cunts!

Every tine | takes a piss
it's red!”

None of us asked

if he just got out of hospital
Me

| just grinned

and | aughed quietly

| looked at nyself in the mrror
nunber three finished

| pay the barber

and thank him

‘It’s been a pleasure

| tell him

then go and coll ect

ny coat and satche

of f the hanger

‘How ol d are you then?
What year were you born?
Says oddity no.2

£ 1985’

| shake his hand

and he doesn’'t let go

‘“You that old!’

he shouts

| force ny hand

out of his grip

“A pl easure’

| tell him

and wal k out

smling

cl osing the door behind me
Oh yes

| look forward to nmy next visit

https://tennmillionflies.conl penile-sphincter/2105. htm
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Everyt hi ng Shines Brighter in Her

By Jordan Trethewey / Septenber 10, 2020

Everyt hi ng shines brighter in Heather’s hel
wi th piercing visions of unconfortable truths.

A d MacDonald still has a farm

because soci ety requires sustenance.

No one wants to do the work

to produce it, margins being slimto none

Popeye cigarette sugar sticks
were the addictive co-conspirator
of Cousi n Tobacco.

Al'l | ove songs are children
born of apol ogy
for exquisite romantic error

Chi | dren despi se progenitors for m stakes,
yet their college credentials claim
life is trial and error.

The man you nmarry regards you as a sexless roommate
after your body gives birth to two parasitic organi sns,
bids adieu to its twenties.

The tenuous glue children provide this relationship
beconmes hard, and brittle. Wen they |eave,
two bewi | dered and exhausted strangers renain.

https://tenm | lionflies.con everything-shines-brighter-in-her-hell/2120. htni
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sorting old photographs: Lisbon

By Stella Read / Septenber 16, 2020

while | waited for a
connecting flight

in the Lisbon airport

I found nyself seated opposite
an elderly man in a red hat
bearing, in bold script

Hot St uff

he | ooked a bit timd
air puffs
foot shuffles

the man’ s eyes

wi dened

his | ady returned
fromthe | oo

she smiled coyishly
at seated onl ookers
eyebrow rai sed

yes, it’'s true

https://tennillionflies.con sorting-old-photographs-1isbon/2135. htni
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Shopping for a new penis

By MARK ANTHONY PEARCE / September 24, 2020

The fret’s returned
soon the w ndows

will need

to be cl eaned again

to wash of f

all the limescale

and bird shit

W' ve ended up
flicking from channe
to channel

avoi di ng

the Third Reich’'s

horme novi es

and a progranme

about somne thespian

on the hunt

for a brand new cock
On one channel

a strunpet

wi th her right hand

pl easures a gaol er
while the inmates giggle
to thensel ves

t he harl ot sighs

wi th resigned desperation
a mld excitenent

over cones mne

| feel

the free floating guilt
t hi nk of the expl osions
I n Beirut

protests in Belarus
fortunately

| remain Iinp

soon it will be

anot her epi sode

of Cel ebrity Goggl ebox

https://tenm | lionflies.com shopping-for-a-new penis/2142. ht m
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Fat her

By Kaci Skiles Laws / COctober 23, 2020

| am ashamed of ny schism
nmy contortionist brain and tongue.
Told status is a ticket to |ove.

Take hurried notes on how
to be righteous.

Worship Satan at my school
Eat full-nmetal propaganda

| shoul d be enough-one day.

I am a contradiction.

Confess on knee through a beehive
covering your honeyconb profile,

tell the truth

about wearing the Devil's cotton fingers
when | am nenstruating

Only a sociopath could cone up with both
i nventi on and condemnati on.

Is it always what you say it is,

Fat her ?

| wear a rosary under ny shirt;

| like the cold burn.

I"mas invisible as God in a church.
A child. A crine.

Contrition, disclosure, satisfaction.

| am ashanmed of ny shane.
Coming to terns with gasoline
next to ny Mary Janes,

mat ches nervously scrat ching.
A chal k border of burns.

Acting as though speech exonerates
ny clotted gauze and knotted deeds.
Repeat. Repeat. Repeat after ne:

| cannot choose to be the seed

or the poison

I can choose not to be the harvest.

I think. | think. | think, | stamrer
If | amtrying to be honest—

Fat her, you have si nned

https://tennillionflies.conlfather/2158. htni
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Ok Cupi d
By M ke Casetta / Cctober 27, 2020

Longhai red strongman

di vor ced

weary of seeing

the horrors in the world

has hung up

hi s j aw bone- of - an- ass

seeks a Delilah

for fun & bondage

will gladly turn your grind stone

& attend to your place of worship.

https://tenm|lionflies.con okcupid/2167. htm
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A £1,000 TIP

By MARK ANTHONY PEARCE / Novenber 14, 2020

My ot her

and her husband

are tal king

to a married couple
from W sconsin
probably the sane age
They descri be thensel ves
as nice

but very stupid

and have been

on a nunber

of cruises before

one whi ch invol ved

a suicide

Apparently it

was an |rishman

An early norning
around 3 AM

he junped overboard
with his suitcase

and into the darkness
he di sappeared

But the Irishman

had | eft behind

a £ 1,000 tip

just to show everyone
how grateful he was

https://tenm|lionflies.com a-1000-tip/2185. htm
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He Did It H's Wy

By M ke Casetta / Novenber 29, 2020

I once tried to kick in the screen
of a 21” color tv wearing
nmy Tony Lana shit Kickers.

The boot’s heel & slick sole
slid off the snooth gl ass

like | was dancing a one |egged
boot scootin’ shuffle.

I was drunk on ny ass
on the Saltillo tile floor.

He was Loathing in Las Vegas.

El vis, the undercover, stoned out,
Tricky Dick sworn-in-narco,

hi ppi e hating cop was dead
fromdrug abuse

& sonme schl ock news show

was reporting that he shot out

the screens of nore than one tv

in Gaceland with a Colt 357 nagnum

| hated fat Elvis.

https://tennillionflies.conm he-did-it-his-way/2205. htm
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2021

20 pi eces
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For Seth Quy

By MARK ANTHONY PEARCE / January 29, 2021

A pig sits

on ny bookshel f

a question mark
branded on its flank
Sonet i nes

when t he nood
conpel s ne

| pick it up

wi t hout protest

give it a squeeze
and it nakes a noise
| put it back

on the shelf

and usual ly

go to bed

Bristol, January 2021

https://tenmllionflies.conifor-seth-guy/2226. htnl
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| n protest of norning

By Daniel J. Flore IIl / March 10, 2021

Dear Sir or Madam

| would like to protest the norning. | am snoking too nany cigarettes. (cough
cough-spit.) There is sleep in ny eyes and | would like it to go away. Rubbi ng
only agitates. The norning is for the birds. | feel like |I could vonit pancakes
all over a waffle house of ill repute. Surely you understand there's no need for
the nmorning. A day is hard work enough. | have heard about a great hai ku master
who composes at dawn. His witing isn't worth a damm, | don't even think he had a

coffee yet. Wiile I'mwell aware that | conpose this in the amhours it is only to
show you the inherit madness of this norning. The wind blows. It really does this
norning and | certainly have no desire to go out into it and start living. Like
said, it blows. The norning is killing nme. It fools me with hope—the whol e |ight

t hrough the blinds thing, when | awake. A farce really, because you know as wel

as | do there's nothing out there but another hangover and | didn't even drink
last night. |'mgoing back to bed now pl ease don't bother ne tonorrow with waking

up.

Yours,
Daniel J. Flore 111

P. S.

| find nmy anxiety level to be very high upon waking in the norning. If | get a
note fromny doctor, will you then cease and desist? You bastard, you probably
aren't even listening, you're probably at Starbucks.

https://tenm|lionflies.comin-protest-of-norning/2241. ht m
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Silly Facts

By M ke Casetta / March 16, 2021

Dr. Seuss' 1st book

"A Pocket Book of Boners,"
published in 1941,

was a collection

of 4 books, the first 3
copyrighted in 1931
"Boners," "More Boners,"
"Still More Boners" &
"Prize Boners for 1932."
Boners back then

were silly nistakes,

not erections. Sone

of mny boners

have been silly mni stakes.

https://tenmllionflies.conmsilly-facts/2255. htm
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Bull shit Witers

By Daniel J. Flore IIl / March 18, 2021

alotta
witers
say

t hey

wite

for

t hensel ves

i f

t hey
are

t hen
why

am

|
readi ng
their
shit?

https://tennillionflies.combullshit-witers/2261. htm
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This is me not exaggerating

By M ke Casetta / March 22, 2021

My virginity is still |ost sonewhere in Athens, G eece.
After serving nmy hippie tine

for marijuana possession

| adnmit | was happy that prisons exist.

| didn't need rehabilitation then

li ke so many of those asshol es.

| must have driven drunk a thousand tines

after ny military discharge

wi t hout getting a DU .

A cop in Phoenix in the early 70s

turned on his lights

& he had ne follow himto a 24 hour coffee shop

& he told the waitresses

to make sure | drank a pot of coffee

before | got back in ny car.

My caffeinated thank yous

to waitresses everywhere.

I went to India on a spiritual pilgrimge after | got sober.
| worry less as a result.

| told nmy VA boss to go fuck hinself

but | said it in a way to help himinprove his supervisory skills.
A surgical scar on ny nose gives ne street cred,

ny 4 divorces gives sonme women

the inpression that I’ma stud.

My honegrown tonmatoes are the sweetest,

ny pasta sauce the tastiest.

| grow nint & parsley to nmake ny own tabouli

https://tenm|lionflies.comthis-is-ne-not-exaggerating/2274. htm
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don’t trust anyone

By M chael Ashley / March 23, 2021

al ways question the avatar

if it is actually a representation
it is likely nodified

no one really likes how they | ook
and if they tell you they do
they're either lying or a sociopath
however there does exist the breed
that gives no fucks

and as you get older you can slip
into this slot

it is the best channel to be in
that's not to say you can't use
the occasional filter

or pull out your nasal hair

every few weeks

| ook at my avatar

do you really think this is ne?
this is the hotel version baby

i magi ne the bed unnade

bits of food all over the place
bi n overfl ow ng

and a big ripe shit stain down

the crinkled

| ong gone whiteness of the sheet

https://tenm|lionflies.con dont-trust-anyone/2282. htm
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f ucki ng poets!

By Jennifer Wlder / April 5, 2021

| start the day

i ke the | ast one ended

head i n hand

on pillow

words fighting their way out—
all sterile-sentinent-sap

| ove and | ongi ng

nore or |ess

everyt hi ng

you despi se

you tune ne a

br oken wi nd chine

or a crack girl puffing your pipe
hanging on like tools in rows
it's tight seal friction, baby

Del et e

nme

&

al |

ny

ki nd be

fore | motor

cycl e fuck your

nm nd

of fer up

one of your

all night girls with

centerfol d names

and inflatable breasts—

don't think I didn't notice—

| was raised on daddy's Pl ayboy
just like Candy in Santa's |ap
| ook! isn't that funny?

even the reindeer's got a hard-on

gotta love a 70s bush

and a Marl boro stash

qui ck nod to your

agents in drag

lining streets with their signs
| ove! | ove! |ove!

| end ny day like it started
head in hand thinking of you
| ove and | ongi ng

and god, is that all?
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https://tenmi|lionflies.con fucking-poets/2293. htm
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Exodus 3: 14

By Tom Strong / April 9, 2021

It was a strange sernon.
Most adults were noddi ng
in deference,

some with fatigue

| didn't get it, until | got hone
and heard a different version

wat chi ng Popeye on Sunday

nor ni ng cartoon shows.

Exodus 3:14, KJV: "And Cod said unto Mses,

shalt thou say unto the children of Israel
Exodus 3:14, NLT: "God replied to Mses,

people of Israel: I Amhas sent ne to you."'"

https://tenm|lionflies.com exodus-314/2303. htm
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Dunbass cashes out

By Daniel J. Flore IIl / May 31, 2021

after losing too much noney ganbling

| play Sinatra singing Send in the C owns
lying on ny stupid ass

with ny pants falling down

knowi ng no matter how hard

| wish

t he whol e damm t hing

just won’'t go down differently

https://tenm | lionflies.com dunbass-cashes-out/2342. htm

TEN M LLION FLIES / THE FI RST | NFESTATI ON

58



Pfi zer ed

By Daniel J. Flore IIl / June 8, 2021

2 shots of Pfizer and I’ m hung over

I wal k
like I"'min waves in the ocean
that are swaying ne all around

this vacci nation
is a disease unto itself

ny wife has a high tenperature

I"mas |loopy as a |lifesaver
crunch on a red one, there goes ny brain

and |'mgetting so tired...
so tired..

not a good tired either
nore like I"'mturning into Pfizer dust
I don’t wanna get up and go to the bathroom

| lay on ny side

with ny head away fromthe TV

and listen to the baseball game

t he announcer calls the gane

| ow and inside for ball one

just like how | feel

lazy night at the ball park

the nmuted huzz of the crowd,

t he hecklers

the sound of a foul bal

outta play

and |'m asl eep

t he announcer’s excitenent

wakes me when my team w ns

oh ny god | gotta reach for the renote
phew it’s right beside ne

| turn off the tv

the renote slips outta nmy hand

onto the floor

["1l get it in the morning | think
the next day the synptons will be gone
| don’t renmenber falling asleep

| just pass out into the Pfizer abyss

I mawake the next day and | don't pick up the renote
| feel the sane

so does ny wfe

her tenperature has been down

so it’s not Covid
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which we can still get for another ten days—even after this Pfizering—hurray!

this house has been Pfizered

| tell the cat she is in charge
| hope she’s nmakes ne breakfast
after we give her hers

in a daze

| go out on the deck and keep thinking I’mgoing to fall over it
I am the snoke dissipating

in Pfizer |and

nobody wants to cook di nner
which is ok because you can’t eat anyway

we are inoculated into sickness

woul d just getting covid have been easier

na | don’t wanna nmaybe die

"Il stay pfizered

the sound of the truck exhaust like a fart in the w nd
which is me flatulating through the air

drink lots of water

even though it hurts to nove your arm
i nocul ati on nation

alnost too tired to wave the flag

to get the shot

carry nmy wound

i ke I have been shot

because | have

| have been Pfizered

| just got up and | better get back to bed
even though there’s not one there

just a swanp of Pfizer

tolay in

" m vacci nat ed

| played it safe

and it’'s killing nme

no regrets though

I"mglad covid can kiss ny Pfizered ass

https://tennmllionflies.conlpfizered/ 2352. htni
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| f only

By M ke Casetta / August 30, 2021

she had sai d,
“A tal ki ng snake
tried to tenpt me

into eating
the no-no fruit
but | didn't |isten”

i nstead of,
“I know sormet hi ng
you don't know’

I"d never
have tasted
her juicy taunt.

https://tenmIlionflies.comif-only/2378. htm

TEN M LLION FLIES / THE FI RST | NFESTATI ON

61



X- Lover

By Leah Mueller / Septenber 6, 2021

X, as in X-rated. That's how it starts.

X, as in stupefied, tongues hanging from our nouths.

X, as in two rivers, neeting head-on and fighting over who needs to yield.

X, as in the spot where we allowed the accident to happen.

X, as in a pair of intersecting lines, warning you are no |onger wel cone.

X, as in our eyes are shut, since we bonked ourselves over the head with our own
hanmer s.

X, as in the photos that show where our bones were broken.

X, as in the squall of distress that guts ny belly to the studs.

X, as in former, but sure as hell not now

X, as in exanination of why you still reside in ny head, though you have no right
to be here.

X, as in stitches over the wound.

X, as in the additional tine it takes for scar tissue to form

X, as in closed permanently. Watch for new |l ocation

https://tenm|lionflies.com x-1over/2387. htm
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M ghty Fine Stripper from Portl and

By Leah Mieller / Septenber 7, 2021

Her stage nanme was Cupcake. It’'s not often that you nmeet a wonan when her crotch
is already in your lap. But fortuitous. As his eyes rolled back into his head, he
dreaned of rescuing her froma life of erotic dissolution. He'd buy her a house
in the desert, settle down and bake bright-colored pastries. He licked his Iips,

i magi ned them energing froma warm bath, covered with gobs of frosting. No one
coul d bake like his sweetheart. Soon he would have her all to hinself. He cl osed
his eyes and felt the sugar shoot through his veins.

https://tenm|lionflies.com mghty-fine-stripper-fromportland/2384. htni
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you take what you can get

By Lance Watson / Septenber 8, 2021

it was another |ate
nor ni ng
md week

i was rolling a skinny
j oi nt

with sonme |eftovers
fromthe table

when ny | ady wal ked out
of the bat hroom

oh ny god, she said
i just laid

t he biggest turd
i've ever seen

it took m nutes

to cone out

i just sat there &
wai t ed

then i got up

to look at it

it was huge
circul ar

i couldn't see

the end of it

really? i said

really, she said
but it was brown &
firm

wel | - forned,

so i nust be

okay,

she said

that's good, i said
it is, she said

t hen she sat down
next to mne:
ny wonman

that's a skinny joint
you're rolling,

she said
it is, i said
it is
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Poi son Sunac

By Leah Mieller / Septenber 9, 2021

My body lies, tells the truth,
but lies again. Sweet discharge,
then inflammtion. You on top

breathing as | receive. Delivery
i nsistent as vines. Once you clinb inside,
those roots crunble nme |ike sod

Pent-up humdity after years of drought,
fluid held within |ike
a deposit gathering interest.

Everyt hing el se cones along with it,
once | let go. You: an inpul se buy,
product | consune despite nyself.

Afterwards: red, itching welts
along ny arns and spi ne, areas
touched earlier by your I|inbs.

Swollen, as if 1'd lain in something venonous.

Li ke poi son sumac, you said. And | aughed.
Around your eyes, contrition. Tonorrow,

I will drive hundreds of miles, as before.
My rash won’t heal until | am gone.

https://tennillionflies.conl poison-sumac/2439. htni
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Drag Your Tape Gun Across the Ni ght

By CL Bl edsoe / Septenber 10, 2021

Boxes seemto dent the floor t heir placenent,
a wei ght that sucks the future in.

So long I've waited to wait for the wait,
which will begin any mnute now

These things |1’ve dragged across hell’s creation:

detritus abandoned. Here’s a woman’ s hand
that forgot ne and a face |’ve forgotten—
scow ing, |I'msure.

It’s so tiring, living. I will need rugs.

What kind of people display fake fruit for guests?
Wel cone, and remenber the hunger that

can never be filled.

A face can do the sanme work without the worry

of dust.

Here’s a list of three things I'Il fail to do
enjoy life,

overthrow t he governnent,

record an al bum of songs about nonsters.

If I work very hard and forgo all enjoynent,
someday, |1'Il still be broke and niserable
but in a different pair of shoes.

When there’s no change to be had, people
pretend it's the janitor’'s fault they've
left trash everywhere

Sometinmes, if you throw yourself under the bus,
the bus drags you hone. This is as close
to anewlife as many of us can afford.

Whose turn is it to stack the dishes in the sink?
I" m supposed to tell you to be grateful for having a sink

https://tenm | lionflies.com drag-your-tape-gun-across-the-night/2444. htm
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Back Exam

By Matt Dennison / Novenber 25, 2021

X-ray technician holds filmto Iight,

whi spers al oud:
“My God you're constipated...”

https://tenm | lionflies.com back-exanf 2474. ht m
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Wnman arrested for selling adult toys at Santa
gat heri ng

By Lance Watson / December 23, 2021

Her notivation was sinple enough. "Wy should the kids get all the presents?" a
red-clad woman said as MIford police handcuffed and escorted her out of the
annual outdoor Santa cel ebration, where parents and ki ds gat her peacefully each
year to cel ebrate the season

But as Santa was busy handling the line of kids waiting to tell himtheir
Christmas wi shes, an unidentified wonan stationed herself about 200 feet away,
pl opped down a large nail sack, and started renoving adult toys, one by one.

"Who's been naughty?" she yelled. "Better yet, who wants to be naughty?"

As she renoved the first "toy" fromthe bag—a large black cylindrica
obj ect —ebservers say that an audi bl e gasp erupted fromthe parents in
attendance, with sone snickers sneaking through the nurnur.

"It vibrates!" she said. "Admt you' ve been naughty, and for 25 dollars, it's
yours!"

When no one approached her, she started renoving ot her objects.

"These little suckers help your naughty man stay naughty |onger," she said. "Pack

of five for $20!"

"And this little purple pleasure pole will keep you | adies warmwhile your man is
out doi ng who knows what!" Another collective gasp emanated fromthe crowd.

Parents coul d be seen | eading their youngsters away, sonme said, while others noted
that some left the Santa |ine and noved over the see nore of the woman's wares.

But soon enough, police arrived and broke up the commotion
"I't's not fair! It's just not fair!" the worman yelled, as police | ed her away.

"Ho, ho, ho, Merry Christmas" this year's Santa said, |ooking out over the now
sparse crowd. But few remai ned, and so Santa packed up his gear and left the
scene. Christrmas |ights were all that remai ned, blinking randomy fromthe |iquor
store across the street.

https://tennmllionflies.con woman-arrested-for-handi ng-out-adul t-toys-at-santa-gathering
/2487. ht
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There’s poop in ny underwear

By Daniel J. Flore |IIl / Decenber 27, 2021

htt ps://soundcl oud. conf user- 674857679/t her es- poop- i n- ny- under wear

when ny wife gave nme shit

for the poop in ny underwear

| had, had enough of it

| can't help

the crap

on ny hanes

| said plain

but she wanted ne di sgusted and shamed
out on the streets

these streets

so unforgiving

for a man that's stinking

in his underwear

but she didn't care

| don't know

why | had to junp through poop hoops
in an endl ess

| oop

to explainit's only natura

that a man |ike ne

have poop atrocities

that society

doesn' t under st and

if only we could reach out and take each other by the hand
and nmake a poop stained stand
underneath this dawn this sun

and then the underwear revol ution woul d' ve begun
but instead | stand

with a laundry basket in my hands
feeling al one

on the cold stone

of this city unforgiving

reeki ng

of m sunder st andi ng

| wave ny soil ed underwear

inthe air

and wonder who will care

who will care

we' ve all had poop on our underwear
we need to unite

not be divided by each ot hers poop
but see ny poop in you and yours in mne
but alas it's just on anot her day
where were grossed out

by the poop that got away
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and | say

when

when

when

when wi |l your disdain
for nmy poop end

https://tennmllionflies.conltheres-poop-in-ny-underwear/2483. htn
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Lure

By Tom Strong / Decenber 28, 2021

I"'mthat fly fishernman
way upstream
where |’ ve never been

wai st deep in quiet water
cat chi ng nysel f
trying too hard.

https://tenmllionflies.conflure/2498. htm

TEN M LLION FLIES / THE FI RST | NFESTATI ON

72



2022

11 pieces
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SH T

By Daniel J. Flore IIl / May 24, 2022
| ooki ng at

t he enor mous dunp

| just took

| say to nyself

you’' ve been carrying
that around all day?!
no wonder

you felt like shit

https://tenmllionflies.confshit/2549. htm

TEN M LLION FLIES / THE FI RST | NFESTATI ON

74



you take what you can get

By Lance Watson / June 13, 2022

it was another |ate
nor ni ng
md week

i was rolling a skinny
j oi nt

with sonme |eftovers
fromthe table

when ny | ady wal ked out
of the bat hroom

oh ny god, she said
i just laid

t he biggest turd
i've ever seen

it took m nutes

to cone out

i just sat there &
wai t ed

then i got up

to look at it

it was huge
circul ar

i couldn't see

the end of it

really? i said

really, she said
but it was brown &
firm

wel | - forned,

so i nust be

okay,

she said

that's good, i said
it is, she said

t hen she sat down
next to mne:
ny wonman

that's a skinny joint
you're rolling,

she said
it is, i said
it is
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https://tenm | lionflies.conlyou-take-what-you-can-get-2/2565. htnl
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Shame On Me

By Tom Strong / August 26, 2022

| didn't get the job
cuz | wasn’t who
t hey expect ed.

| didn't sell the painting
cuz it didn't fit
their franes.

I wasn’t proni sed heaven
cuz | didn’t concede
bei ng born in sin.

| couldn’'t handl e
t he shanme
so | changed

nmet expectations
trimred the painting
decl ared nyself a sinner.

https://tenm | lionflies.conl shane-on-ne/2592. htni

TEN M LLION FLIES / THE FI RST | NFESTATI ON



| wote this for you, asshole

By Daniel J. Flore IIl / August 28, 2022

I wote this for you, asshole
because you parked and took up two spaces

so | amtaking this opportunity
to wite this to you, asshole

because | never got the chance to call you an asshole to your face
which | probably woul dn’t have had the balls to do anyway, asshole

https://tenmllionflies.comi-wote-this-for-you-asshol e/2598. ht m
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DANNY AND THE G ANT PASTY

By MARK ANTHONY PEARCE / August 30, 2022

"Sonme cunts
stole ny shoes!"
sai d Danny

I | ooked

at his socks
soggy

and soaked

st eppi ng

i n puddl es

"I was asl eep

in the park

nm ndi ng ne

own busi ness

and the cunts
stole ny shoes!"
Danny’ s dad

up in Scotland
used to read him
Robert Burns

his dad is dead
and so is ny dad
Danny’s child

is al so dead

I think about his
n ssing tooth
hi s poens

about Chri st

and Cal vary

| asked him

if he wanted
somet hing to eat
he said he woul d
like that

he told ne

he coul d

buy hi nmsel f

a cheap pair

of sandal s

at a charity shop
for six quid

so | gave him
the six quid

W& went

to the pasty shop
he wanted a gi ant
and before

he ate it
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he used it

for a few nonments
to warmhis |left foot
and | gave him
sone noney

for a bus fare

he said he had

to get to Henbury
| told him

if | saw him again
I"d nake sure

I"d say hello

Bri stol, Novenmber 2008

https://tennillionflies.conm danny-and-the-giant-pasty/2604. htm
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Sonetinmes | sit in a room

By Ken Tomaro / Septenber 11, 2022

and listen to the silence

which isn't really silence

but a collection of many subtle sounds
simlar to a television or radio

playing in the background

they are there but they are not:

the white noise in the ceiling vents

the nuffled car horn in the street bel ow
or heavy machi nery backing up on the sane street
even the constant ringing in ny ears

or the sound | inmagine a cloud nakes
gliding past the wi ndow

https://tenm|lionflies.com sonetinmes-i-sit-in-a-roonf2612. htn
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The Death of Everything

By Ken Tomaro / Septenber 12, 2022

life is a 72 year ol d hangover

and | amtired

tired of the endl ess neetings

tired of the cordial conversations

the unfriendly faces

the stares from ot hers

t he death of comnpassion

I"mtired of the sun

and the cracks in the sidewal ks

and the crackling sounds ny agi ng bones make
I"'mtired of the fiber

I"'mtired of snudged gl asses, running errands,
filling the gas tank, the bills, fighting for approval
fighting to bel ong,

tired of how the other half Iives

but I amnot tired of being alive

I"'mtired of being a ghost

inaroomfull of the living

I"'mtired of |ooking at the cal endar

of maki ng deci si ons

that aren’t nmine to nake

of paying taxes

of winter and the death of everything

of loneliness

but I"'mnot tired of the birds

t hey have done not hi ng

for me to be tired of

https://tenm | lionflies.comthe-death-of-everything/2617. htm
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CHRI STMAS AT THE MENTAL HOSPI TAL

By Daniel J. Flore Il / Septenber 26, 2022

| never had to
spend
Chri st mas

at the

nment al hospi tal
| imagine it’'s
exactly like

it sounds

https://tenmllionflies.confchristnmas-at-the-nental-hospital/2622. htni
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Ni ght Cones Down

By Jason Ryberg / Cctober 27, 2022

Cows doze al ong one side of the barb-wre,
t onbst ones on the other

a few ragged | eaves and a cigarette w apper
scurry across the highway,

a skittish breeze is playing
a child s game in the corn-rows
while rattling all the skeletal trees

out behind the house |ike a forest of spears.

It’s true, out here on the prairie,
ni ght cones down before
you even know it.

https://tenm | lionflies.con night-cones-down/2647. ht m
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SPIRIT AND / OR WND

By Jason Ryberg / Cctober 28, 2022

The wi nd has brought its
arny of rowdy ghosts to
the wi ndows and doors

of the house, tonight;
"W know you're in there,
i s saying, pushing

t he wi nd

and tuggi ng at things.
"Why won't you cone out and play
i ke you use to. Cone

on, man, is it true
what they're saying, that you' ve just
taken too many

hard falls, too many
blows to the heart and head and
cone up lame (and |eft

for dead or worse, one
of the barely-living dead)?
You' ve only got your-

self to blame, you know.
But hey, suppose we were to
bring some serious

t hunder and |i ghtning
and rain? Wuld that fire you up
alittle, nother-

fucker? Wuld that take
sonme of the sting fromyour pain?
All we want is a

little of your tinme
and maybe an offering
(or two) of some of

that wine you're drinkin',
there, for all our fallen and
m ssing brethren that

j ust never nahaged
to find the spirit or the
wind to rise again.

https://tennillionflies.con spirit-and-or-w nd/2652. htni
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Rudol ph’s red nose | ooks like a big zit

By Daniel J. Flore IIl / November 17, 2022

I m snmoki ng
and drinking nore—
it’'s alnmost the holidays

| need to be as nunb as possible
| ast year Santa broke his neck falling off my roof into a pile of reindeer shit
nobody spi ked the eggnog

| don’t know what Yule tide is
and | don’t wanna know

|l eave ne alone it’'s al nbst Chri stnas
and | want to nelt |ike a snowfl ake
and get as fat as frosty the snowran

https://tennillionflies.conrudol phs-red-nose-|ooks-1ike-a-big-zit/2672. htm
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Shaving ny | egs

By Leeza Si mons Sikes / March 21, 2023

| take
the razor
al |

t he

way

down

ny

I eg

athinline
of bl ood
arcs over

my thigh

it | ooks

like the first

col or of a rainbow
at ni ght

| keep staring
at it

then | use bath water
to clean up the ness
like it was

just an accident

https://tenm|lionflies.conl shaving-ny-1egs/2692. htnl
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Phoeni x, 1965

By M ke Casetta / March 23, 2023

In a park
near ny hone
some big fucker

who didn’t Iike
ny face
took a swing at ne.

I bl ocked
his right hand
with ny left

& by chance
nmy Tiparillo cigar
smashed into his nose

before he
could | and
a punch.

It happened
so qui ckly
all I remenber

are the sparks
& his screans
as | ran away.

https://tenm | lionflies.com phoenix-1965-2/2697. ht m
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| GQUESS | SHOULD PLAY FRI SBEE OR BUY AN | CE

CREAM

By Daniel J. Flore Il / April 9, 2023

it's 75 degrees
the first real nice day
since wnter

I"mstaring at a patch of grass
with a confused | ook on ny face
like I should be

doi ng somet hi ng out si de

a fly lands on the railing
he | ooks |ike he doesn’'t know
what he’s doi ng either

it's spring

it's beautiful
and perhaps that's
t he bi ggest problem

https://tennillionflies.comi-guess-i-should-play-frisbee-or-buy-an-ice-crean 2744. htm
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VOM T

By Daniel J. Flore IIl / August 28, 2023

at this party
snoking a cigarette
with sun in nmy eyes
ny face flushed

out of breath

| just threw up

and only the fly
init

cares

https://tenmIlionflies.com vomt/2762. htm
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Hol di ng t he bong

By Lance Watson / February 26, 2025

it's 11 o' clock
at night &
i'mstriking the bong

standing at ny w ndow, staring
at the lights,

pondering the universe

& the past

i can't explain rmuch
about what has happened
or what wll

i can only tell you that

11 o' cl ock at night

is alonely tine

to be standing at my w ndow,
hol di ng a bong

https://tenm | lionflies.con holding-the-bong/2461. ht m
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SOME Bl POLAR TYPE SHI T AT THE PARK

By Leeza Simons Sikes / March 17, 2025

no I don’t wanna
go for a walk
you fuck

you want me to wal k
around this park
and enj oy what?

these fucking trees?
and peopl e picking up dogshit
and their screaning, spoiled kids?

| like to walk to go pl aces
this trail goes nowhere
no wonder you wanna fucking walk it

https://tenm | lionflies.con sone-bipolar-type-shit-at-the-park/2847. htni
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Coul d you pl ease shut the fuck up?

By Lance Watson / March 19, 2025

The couple at the next table

argui ng about politics.

The guy at the bar

telling a story like he’'s Hem ngway reborn.
The TV spitting out bad news

no one can fix.

| sip my drink,
listen to the ice nelt.

I could say sonething
| could stand up,
slam nmy gl ass down,
nmake a speech

But what’'s the point?

I just want the silence.
I want the sound of not hing.

So | close ny eyes,
finish my drink
and hope the world
| oses its voice
for just one
goddann second.

https://tennillionflies.conl coul d-you-pl ease-shut-the-fuck-up/2860. htni
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